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Church Development/Transformation Committee Report
March, 2010 Synod Assembly

The Church Development/Transformation Committee (CDT) has held three meetings since our last report. Our primary work activities included; support of shared mission projects, approval of Racial Ethnic program grants and development of procedures and guidelines for distribution of the new Frank E. Clark grant opportunity.

Racial Ethnic Program Grants 
Six Racial Ethnic Program grants have been reviewed and approved:


St John’s Presbyterian Church (Detroit)

Michigan Black Presbyterian Caucus (Detroit)

Boulevard Presbyterian Church (Western Reserve)

Hanmi Covenant Presbyterian Church (Maumee Valley)

Kalamazoo First Presbyterian Church (Lake Michigan)

Global Hosanna Fellowship (Lake Michigan)
Shared Mission Grants
All “concerns” were resolved, and funding authorized for the Presbytery of Detroit Far West Detroit Metro Multi-Site new church development. An assessment visits was completed for the Riverside new church development (Presbytery of Detroit).

In December 2009, the General Assembly Office of Mission Grants issued new procedures and guidelines for grants approved after March 15, 2010. The most significant stipulation of the new policy is the “dollar-for-dollar match provided through presbytery and/or synod.” New grant guidelines should decrease administrative responsibilities for CDT, since “synod review and approval of New Church and Transformation grant proposals is not required by the Mission Development Resources Committee if the synod is not providing funding.”  

New Grant Opportunity

In December, 2009, The Synod of the Covenant received confirmation of a $50,000 award from the Frank E. Clark Charitable Trust. All presbyteries in the Synod will participate in this new grant opportunity; therefore, CDT will review applications, initiate grant disbursements and provide guidelines for subsequent reporting by April 30, 2010. 
