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Concurrence to Ovt 004 from the Presbytery of Muskingum Valley (with Additional Rationale).

The Rocky Mountains Overture recognizes the intrinsic worth of Synods as a middle governing body. Whether we like it or not, our system was designed more for effectiveness than for efficiency. This overture offers a model which is flexible and which allows Synods to work, either individually or cooperatively, to find models that serve best the congregations and the larger church in their particular areas. It is permissive rather than restrictive in a manner that is consistent with our Presbyterian tradition of finding the middle way between purely hierarchical and purely congregational models. And it allows for broad visioning in the role for Synod while preserving the core functions of accountability and review. 

Approved at the meeting of Muskingum Valley Presbytery on Saturday, January 9, 2010 at John Knox Presbyterian Church, North Canton, Ohio. 
