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STATED MEETING OF THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY

of the

SYNOD OF THE COVENANT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

November 6-7, 2009

The November 6-7, 2009 stated meeting of the Synod Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was convened with prayer by the Moderator, the Rev. David Bartley, at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Home Builders Association, 1911 Indianwood Circle, Maumee, Ohio, 
The roll was formed as follows:

THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY ROLL

Moderator – David Bartley – Present

Vice-moderator – Christine Barnes – Present 

Commissioners and Youth Advisory Delegates


Present  Absent
Excused

Presbytery of Cincinnati
The Rev. Ruth Dunn

x

Presbytery of Detroit



The Rev. Raphael Francis

x

Elder Deborah Fair

x

YAD Grace Iglehart

x




Presbytery of Eastminster
The Rev. Joseph Atkins

x

Elder Mary Beth Hedlund

x





Presbytery of Lake Huron

The Rev. Richard Lawther




x


Elder Elizabeth Long




x

Presbytery of Lake Michigan
The Rev. Christine Barnes

x

Elder William Sorenson

x

YAD Ben Fulger





x

Presbytery of Mackinac
The Rev. Russell Brandt

x

Elder Carol Houston

x
Presbytery of Maumee Valley
The Rev. Susan Reichenberg 





x

Elder Linda Jacobs

x

Presbytery of Miami Valley
The Rev. Kathy Horne

x

Elder Janet Bohren

x

Presbytery of Muskingum Valley
The Rev. C. David Morgan

x

Elder Lisa Miller



x

Presbytery of Scioto Valley
The Rev. Andrew Aboagye

x

Elder Frances Jenkins

x

Presbytery of the Western Reserve
The Rev. Daniel Marvin

x

Elder Doris Evans

x

Moderators of Designated Synod Organizations 

Present
Absent
 Excused

Moderator Presbyterian Women





x
 Florence Morrison



Moderator, Hispanic Caucus

 Willy Nieves

x

Moderator, Black Caucus

 Alvin Smith

x

Moderator, Asian Caucus

 Vacant

Moderator, Native American Consulting Committee

 Maria Robbins

x

Ex Officio

Interim Synod Executive – Margaret Haney

x

Synod Stated Clerk – George Baird

x

Synod Treasurer – Alicia Williams  

x

Registered Participants

Edward Koster, Detroit Presbytery

Steve Grace, Mackinac Presbytery
Jan Hart, Presbytery of the Western Reserve
Al Hart, Presbytery of the Western Reserve

Al Glover, Detroit Presbytery

Sue Aman, Detroit Presbytery

Marilyn Sullivan, Detroit Presbytery

Michael Sullivan, Detroit Presbytery

Paul Anker, Detroit Presbytery

Donald L. Van Ingen, Detroit Presbytery

Dave Barker, Detroit Presbytery

Jean Loup, Detroit Presbytery

Cynthia Burse, Scioto Valley Presbytery
Estelle Aaron, Contract Staff for Church Transformation and Development

Adrienne Adams, moderator, Synod Nominating Committee

Karen Nottelmann, Contract Staff for Mission in the USA
ORGANIZATION, WORSHIP AND ORIENTATION
Mr. Bartley welcomed all present, and called upon guests from Eastern Europe who were present to introduce themselves.  Following those introductions Mr. Bartley announced that the Eastern European guests would be speaking to the Assembly later in the meeting.  The moderator called on the stated clerk who announced that a quorum was present.  (The Synod Bylaws, Article IV, C, 4 specify that a quorum for a meeting of the Synod Assembly shall consist of ten commissioners, made up of five elders and five ministers.  These commissioners shall represent a minimum of four presbyteries.)  The moderator read a passage of Scripture and gave a brief meditation.  The Christ Candle was lighted.
Mr. Bartley and Synod Executive Assistant Janet Fehlen gave an orientation for commissioners and youth advisory delegates, presenting information about reports that had been distributed, information about the facility in which the Assembly was meeting, the hotel in which commissioners and youth advisory delegates would be staying, and about the Glendale Church where the Assembly would gather for dinner and worship.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK # 1 (Attachment AAA)

The report of the Stated Clerk was presented by the Rev. George Baird.  Mr. Baird reported that he had received a letter from Robert J. Sullivan in which Mr. Sullivan resigned as a member of CECA, class of 2011, and that Sonia Fernandez had been removed by CECA from membership on CECA under the provisions of the Synod Bylaws, Article XIII, H.   He informed the synod of the death of the Rev. Pamela Fulton on May 7, 2009; that Ms Fulton was a member of the Synod Permanent Judicial Commission, and that her death leaves a vacancy on that commission in the class of 2012.  The clerk presented a letter from the Presbytery Council of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley requesting that the Synod of the Covenant take appropriate action to fund the Ohio Council of Churches at the same level it was funded before the Synod of the Covenant began to decrease its support of the Ohio Council of Churches (Attachment BBB) The clerk called the attention of the Assembly to the printed report of Presbyterian Women of the Synod. (Attachment CCC) He reported that the next meeting of the Synod Assembly will be held March 12-13, 2010 (Friday-Saturday).
Mr. Baird reported that he had received requests for excuse from Presbyterian Women Moderator Florence Morrison, Mackinac Presbytery, Commissioners Elizabeth Long, Lake Huron Presbytery, Richard Lawther, Lake Huron Presbytery; and YAD Ben Fulger, Lake Michigan Presbytery.  Motion was sustained to grant the excuses requested.
Motion was sustained to seat the following as corresponding members:

Rev. Eszter Karsay of the Reformed Church in Hungary 
Rev. Sigita Svambariene of the Evangelical Reformed Church in Lithuania    
Rev. Marian Hamari of the Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia  
Mrs. Irina Mitrofanova, a laywoman and Christian Educator from  the Union of Evangelical Churches – Baptists of the Russian Federation   
The Rev. Gabriela Horakova of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren  
The Rev. Eniko Lakatos of the Reformed Church in Hungary  
The Rev. Michal Jablonski of the Reformed Church in Poland 
The Rev. Petr Penaz of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren  

The Rev. Lisa Corum Fox, the Presbytery of Cincinnati, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Motion was sustained to approve the minutes of the August 12-13, 2009 meeting of the Synod Assembly.  Mr. Baird reported that he had received a letter from the Rev. Dr. George Mehaffey, former moderator of the Synod Assembly, urging the Assembly to take note of the celebration by the Ohio Council of Churches of its 90th Anniversary.  Motion was sustained to request the stated clerk to write an appropriate letter to the Ohio Council of Churches on behalf of the Synod.  Motion was sustained to adopt the docket as follows:
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Synod Assembly
November 6-7, 2009

Home Builders Association Conference Room

1911 Indianwood Circle, Maumee, Ohio  

Friday, November 6

12:00 Noon    Lunch

  1:00 p.m.      Convening of the Assembly
David Bartley, Moderator


Call to Order



Welcome

                      
Opening Worship



Lighting the Christ Candle

 
Orientation to the Work of the Assembly
David Bartley, Moderator

 1:30 p.m.
Stated Clerk’s Report
George Baird

 1:45 p.m.
Synod Nominating Committee Report
Adrienne Adams and Martha Cox




Co-Moderators

 1:55 p.m.        Synod Corporation Meeting
David Bartley, President



Approval of Minutes of March 14, 2009 



Election of Trustees

2:00 p.m.
Treasurer’s Report
Alicia Williams



Financial Reports

2:15 p.m.
Break

 2:30 p.m.
Budget and Finance Committee Report
David Bartley, Moderator



Approval of Budget for 2010



Approval of Per Capita Apportionment for 2011



Other

4:00 p.m.
A Tribute to John Calvin
The Rev. Lisa Corum Fox, Pastor, First



Presbyterian Church, West Union, Ohio
5:00 p.m.
Recess

6:00 p.m.
Dinner

7:00 p.m.
Worship
The Rev. David Bartley preaching



Install Moderator and Vice-Moderator

8:00 p.m.
Recess

Saturday, November 7
8:30 a.m.
Reconvene
David Bartley, Moderator


Morning Worship - Lighting the Christ Candle
Christine Barnes

8:45 a.m.
Mission to the U.S.A. Report
Karen Nottelmann  

9:30 a.m.
Interim Synod Executive’s Report
Margaret Haney
 10:15 a.m.
Moderator’s Committee Report
David Bartley, Moderator



Bylaws Amendments



Nominations for Synod Nominating Committee
 10:25 a.m. 
Break
 10:40 a.m.
Stated Clerk’s Report # 2
 11:00 a.m.
Ministries in Higher Education Committee
Ruth Dunn
 11:10 a.m.
Personnel Services Committee
Russell Brandt, Moderator    
 11:25a.m.
Multicultural Racial Ethnic and Justice Committee   Doris Evans, Moderator



CECA Report
Adrienne Adams, Moderator

 11:30 a.m.
Stated Clerk’s Report # 3
George Baird

 12:00 p.m.
Church Development and Transformation
Andrew Aboagye, Moderator
 12:05 p.m.
Committee on Representation Report
Daniel Marvin, Moderator

 12:10 p.m.
Trustees Report - Insurance Report
David Bartley, Moderator

 12:15 p.m.
New Business

 12:20 p.m.
Closing Prayer


Adjourn   

12:20 p.m.
Lunch
REPORT OF THE SYNOD NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Attachment DDD)
The report of the Synod Nominating Committee was presented by committee moderator, Adrienne Adams.  On behalf of the committee Ms. Adams placed in nomination for Vice-moderator of the Synod for 2010 Raphael Francis and Doris Evans.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The Assembly voted by ballot and tellers were appointed by the Synod Moderator.  After the ballots were counted the Synod Moderator announced that Doris Evans had been elected.

Ms. Adams placed in nomination the committee’s nominees for various other positions.  There being no nominations from the floor, motion was sustained to close nominations and elect the committee’s nominees as follows:
Committee on Representation

      Class of 2012 – Sara Myles


                          – Migwe Kimemia 

     Moderator – 2010 – Daniel Marvin

Self-Development of People
     Moderator – 2010 – Stanley Edwards

Cabinet on Ethnic Church Affairs  
     Class of 2011 – Cynthia Bruse

                            – Gisela Pacheo

     Class of 2012 – Johnie Bennett

 
     

                – Jorge Betahcurt

                         – Connie Davis


                         – Josephine Laury

     Class of 2010 – At Large


                         – Adrienne Adams


                         – Brandy Alexander


                         – Lutrell Rainey


                         – Iris Tucker

     Moderator – 2010 – Cynthia Bruse
Treasurer
     Class of 2012 – Alicia Williams

David Bartley as Moderator of the Synod Assembly recessed the Assembly, and as President of the Synod Corporation called the meeting of the Corporation to order.  Following the meeting of the Corporation Mr. Bartley adjourned the Corporation meeting and reconvened the meeting of the Synod Assembly.

REPORT OF THE SYNOD TREASURER (Attachment EEE)

The report of the Synod Treasurer was presented by the Rev. Alicia Williams.  Ms. Williams presented the synod’s Financial Statements for the period ending October 31, 2009, led the assembly through a consideration of the report page by page, and explained the report in great detail.  The Assembly expressed its appreciation to Alicia Williams and Tammy Scheuermann for the excellent way in which they maintain the synod’s financial records.
The vice-moderator assumed the chair.

                  REPORT OF THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE (Attachment FFF)

The report of the Budget and Finance Committee was presented by David Bartley, moderator.  Mr. Bartley commented on a letter he had sent to commissioners regarding the 2010 budget. (Attachment GGG)  He presented a graph which detailed the decline in mission giving to the synod from 2004 to 2009, and spoke about that decline. (Attachment HHH)  He also presented a graph which displayed the investment funding of the synod in the 2009 and 2010 budgets. (Attachment III)  He announced that a Lease Committee is at work and will either negotiate a reduction in the synod’s rent at its current location or arrange a move of the synod office to a nearby location at a lower rent.

Mr. Bartley reported the New Covenant Grants Committee had approved the following New Covenant Grants for 2009:

   From Cincinnati 
           Young Adult Volunteers: CUP
$  9,400

   From Detroit                        Barnabas Youth Center

$10,000




Summer Camp for Children

$10,000

               From Lake Michigan
Faith and Life Lecture


$  2,820




First Pres – Kalamazoo

$  2,000




Global Hosanna Fellowship

$  5,000




Refuge High School Equivalency
$10,000




Un. Campus Ministry, Western MI
$  2.820

                From Maumee Valley         Family Systems Retreat

$  1,700

                From Miami Valley
           Urban Explorers Camp

$  7,000

    From Muskingum V.
Fellowship of Christ’s Community
$  8,660

    From Western Reserve       Student Community Ministries
$  9,600









Total

$79,000

Mr. Bartley reported that at the October 17-18, 2008 meeting of the Synod Assembly, “upon recommendation from the Hispanic caucus, motion was sustained that an amount of $5,000 be apportioned to the Hispanic caucus for seminars, conferences, and work shops, the purpose being to educate, capacitate and inform the Hispanic pastors, leaders, and community as to the challenges and opportunities with their communities, with the $5,000 to be taken from the Reserve Fund.”

Upon recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly amend that motion by adding after the word “Fund” the words with specification that any of the $5,000 that is not used by December 31, 2010 be returned to the Synod’s Reserve Fund.”

         Upon recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee motions were sustained”

1. that the remnant pieces of the following grants be paid off in 2009:  Beacon-SMP for $1,500, College Hill – TRF for $5,000, Ramseyer NCD for $5,000 and Covenant Valley Internship for $2,000 (special CDT grant).

2. that the unused Synod’s Matching Grant money of $10,000 from 2005 and $10,000 from 2006 be used to fund the mission of the Synod of the Covenant in 2010.
3. that Synod Assembly the approve the proposed 2010 Budget totaling $842,371. (Attachment JJJ)
4. that the $9,770 unused portion of the Campus Ministry-SOC (Scioto Valley Presbytery) endowment income for 2009 be granted to Mackinac Presbytery and Lake Huron Presbytery, with Mackinac Presbytery receiving 2/3rds of the grant and Lake Huron receiving 1/3rds of the grant.

5. that the Per Capita Apportionment for the Synod of the Covenant be $3.25 in 2011.

                  The Moderator assumed the chair.

REPORT OF THE MINISTRIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE (Attachment KKK)  
The report of the Ministries in Higher Education Committee was presented by Ruth Dunn, moderator.  Ms. Dunn reported that the Higher Education Committee wished to recommend to the Synod Assembly that the synod discontinue the existing funding pattern with Michigan presbyteries regarding the funding for higher education ministries.  The Synod Moderator ruled that this had been accomplished when the Synod Assembly adopted the 2010 budget.  Ms. Dunn reported that the committee will review the application form for Scioto Valley higher education grants, and that because of reduced funding for 2010 the committee will review the process through which Racial/Ethnic scholarship grants are made.

REPORT OF THE PERSONNEL SERVICES COMMITTEE (Attachment LLL)

The report of the Personnel Services Committee was presented by Russell Brandt, moderator.  Mr. Brandt reported that the committee had conducted the annual review of the stated clerk.  Upon recommendation of the committee motions were sustained:

1. that the Synod Assembly approve a revised position description for the stated clerk (Attachment MMM)  
2. that the Synod Assembly approve a 2010 Housing Allowance for Alicia Williams of $15,809.  
REPORT OF THE MULTICULTURAL, RACIAL ETHNIC AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

The report of the Multicultural, Racial Ethnic and Justice Committee was presented by Doris Evans, moderator.  Ms. Evans reported that the committee had discussed the synod’s relation with the organization “The Association of Retired Ministers, Spouses, and Survivors”, and had discussed committee budget issues in light of the reduced synod budget for 2010.  She noted the justice ministries that are funded in the 2010 budget.  

Ms. Evans called on Adrienne Adams, moderator of CECA, to present the CECA report.  Ms. Adams said that CECA is concerned about immigration issues, about violence against women, and about bullying of youth and children.  She said CECA hoped to be able to share their gifts as Racial Ethnic persons with the synod, and hoped to provide music and devotions at Synod and Presbytery meetings.  She said CECA plans to reactivate the Asian Caucus, and to embrace the person who is coming on to continue working with Native Americans within the Synod.  She said CECA hopes to find more Native Americans to participate in CECA and the Native American Consulting Committee.  She thanked Maria Robbins for her service on that committee.  She also thanked the synod for continuing to provide funding for CECA.
Willy Nieves, moderator of the Hispanic Caucus, expressed gratitude to the Synod Assembly for funding the Hispanic workshop and conference in May and funding the Hispanic Caucus event being planned for 2010.  
REPORT OF THE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION COMMITTEE (Attachment NNN)  

The report of the Church Development and Transformation Committee was presented by Andrew Aboagye, moderator.  Mr. Aboagye reported that the committee had completed assessment visits for 5 mission projects and is arranging for assessment visits of other projects, that the committee has forwarded to the General Assembly its reviews of a number of projects funded by the General Assembly, that it has received a number of grant requests and is considering those requests, that the committee is developing guidelines for use of grants from the Frank E. Clark Charitable Trust, and that the committee urges presbyteries to utilize the online Percept data resource.
A  TRIBUTE TO JOHN CALVIN

Ruth Dunn reported that because this year is the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin the Moderator’s Committee had arranged for “A Tribute to John Calvin” at this meeting of the Synod Assembly.  She introduced the Rev. Lisa Corum Fox, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, West Union, Ohio.  Ms. Fox had prepared and presented a celebration of John Calvin’s birth at the Rankin House in Ripley, Ohio, and presented to the Assembly a part of the program presented at the Rankin House.  She noted that Presbyterians following the theology and ethics of John Calvin became active in the Underground Railroad, in the antislavery movement, and in the abolition movement.  She distributed a booklet she had written for the event held in Ripley titled “Cut In Stone III – How Calvinist Cooperation in Adams and Brown County, Ohio, Furthered the Reconciliation of the World Through the Underground Railroad”.
The moderator recessed the Assembly at 5:00 p.m. and the Christ Candle was extinguished.

WORSHIP

The Synod Assembly reconvened at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of Glendale Presbyterian Church, Toledo, Ohio, for worship.  Worship leaders were Elder Doris Evans and the Reverends Russell Brandt, Lisa Corum Fox, Christine Barnes and David Bartley, with Mr. Bartley giving the sermon.  The Sacrament of the Lords Supper was celebrated with David Bartley, Christine Barnes, Doris Evans, and Russell Brandt officiating.  Christine Barnes and Doris Evans were installed as moderator and vice-moderator respectively for the synod during 2010.  During the service an offering was received for the support of Mobile Health Fairs in the Synod of the Covenant in the amount of $359.00.  The Assembly was recessed with the pronouncement of the Benediction at 8:15 p.m.
RECONVENE

Moderator David Bartley reconvened the Assembly in the Home Builders Association Conference Room at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 7.  The Christ Candle was lighted and the Assembly was led in worship by Christine Barnes and the synod’s mission partners from Eastern Europe.

REPORT OF MISSION TO THE USA (Attachment OOO)
The report of Mission to the USA was presented by Karen Nottelmann, coordinator.  Ms. Nottelmann called on the mission partners who each introduced themselves, told about their country, their church, and their experiences in the churches in which they served in the synod.  Ms. Nottelmann said that there were other mission partners who had worked in churches in the synod who were not able to be present - Mr. Vadim Vakhrushev, a layman and air traffic controller from the Union of Evangelical Churches – Baptists of the Russian Federation, and Miss Olga Ignatenkova, a lay woman and seminary student from the Union of Evangelical Churches – Baptists of the Russian Federation.  She said that the whole group of mission partners had attended the Presbyterian Church’s World Mission Celebration in Cincinnati, Ohio, and that next year’s mission partners would be from the Middle East.  Ms. Nottelmann gave gifts to each of the mission partners.

REPORT OF THE INTERIM SYNOD EXECUTIVE (Attachment PPP)

The report of the Interim Synod Executive was given by Elder Margaret Haney. Ms. Haney talked about the grant program involving grants from the Frank E. Clark Charitable Trust. (Attachment QQQ)  She reported on the visits being made by synod representatives to the presbyteries in the synod, saying that non presbyteries had already been visited. She said that most of the synod commissioners had participated in the visitations, and that at the visits the commissioners listened and took notes. She said that she and the commissioners did not present their own thoughts or argue, although they did speak to answer questions.  She said that three themes had emerged from the visits – connections, communication, and questions about the role of the synods/the structure of the Church.  She said that we are in a connectional system, and asked: what is God envisioning for the system?  She talked about change in the church and said that we are in the middle of the second great reformation of the church.  She added that we have no idea what is coming next.  
Ms. Haney spoke about two overtures to the General Assembly which were included in her printed report, overtures which deal with the future of synods in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

Ms. Haney talked about the search for a new synod executive and distributed 3x5 cards to the commissioners, asking the commissioners to write on the cards their answer to the question “What are the attributes we should look for in a new synod executive?”  The commissioners filled out the cards and the cards were collected.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK # 2 (Attachment AAA)
The stated clerk reported the receipt of two requests for excuse to leave the Assembly meeting early.  Motion was sustained to grant early excuse to Willy Nieves and Andrew Aboagye.

The stated clerk called the Assembly’s attention to four documents that had been distributed – Synod Policy – Administrative Review of a Presbytery (Attachment RRR), The Report of the Administrative Review Committee for the Presbytery of Mackinac (Attachment SSS), a letter from four members of the First Presbyterian Church, Marquette, Michigan (Attachment TTT), and Report to the Synod Assembly, November 7, 2009, Re: Presbytery of Mackinac and First Presbyterian Church, Marquette, Michigan, which was a compilation of excerpts from emails received by the stated clerk from the stated clerk of the Presbytery of Mackinac and the Moderator of the Coordinating Council of the Presbytery of Mackinac (Attachment UUU).  The stated clerk reminded the Assembly that it had considered the Review Committee Report at its August 12-13, 2009 meeting and had defeated a motion to approve its recommendations.  The letter from the four members of First Church, Marquette asked the Assembly to revisit the Review Committee Report and its recommendations, and the Assembly did so.  After discussion motion was sustained to approve the report’s recommendations.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION (Attachment VVV)

The report of the Committee on Representation was given by Daniel Marvin, moderator.  Mr. Marvin presented a printed report that the Synod Committee on Representation had prepared for submission to the Committee on Representation of the General Assembly.  Motion was sustained to approve the report.  Mr. Marvin called on Deborah Fair who spoke about the General Assembly Committee on Representation on which she serves.

STATED CLERK’S REPORT # 3 (Attachment AAA)

The stated clerk called the Assembly’s attention to two documents that had been distributed – The Report of the Administrative Review Committee for the Presbytery of Detroit (Attachment WWW) and the Response of the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of Detroit to that Report (Attachment XXX).  The stated clerk reminded the Assembly that the Review Committee Report had been before the Assembly at its August 12-13, 2009 meeting, and that at that meeting it was moved and seconded that the recommendations in the report be approved; motion was then sustained that action on the motion to approve the recommendations be postponed until the November 6-7, 2009 meeting of the Assembly.  The stated clerk stated that the report was now before the Assembly again with the status being that it has been moved and seconded to approve the recommendations in the report.
Steve Grace, a member of the Detroit Administrative Review Committee, spoke about the committee’s report and recommendations.  Jean Loup, co-chairperson of the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of Detroit spoke about the committee’s response.  A number of persons asked questions or spoke including Ed Koster, stated clerk of the Presbytery of Detroit and Michael and Marilyn Sullivan, members of First Presbyterian Church, Northville, Michigan, the Presbytery of Detroit.  Steve Grace and Jean Loup each spoke again to conclude discussion.  The Assembly paused for a time of silent prayer.  Motion was then sustained to approve the recommendations in the Report of the Administrative Review Committee.  Motion was sustained to dismiss the Review Committee with appreciation.

The vice-moderator assumed the chair.

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR’S COMMITTEE (Attachment YYY)
The report of the Moderator’s Committee was presented by David Bartley, moderator of the Moderator’s Committee.  Upon recommendation of the committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly amend the Synod Bylaws Article IX, C, 3 by adding at the end the words “whenever possible” so that item 3 world read “”3. These offices are to be rotated among the various racial ethnic groups, with the moderator and vice-moderator being from different racial ethnic groups whenever possible.”
Upon recommendation of the Moderator’s Committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly postpone the election of a Synod Executive Search Committee until a Special Synod Assembly meeting and call a Special Synod Assembly meeting to be held by telephone conference call on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of electing a Synod Executive Search Committee and all matters pertaining thereto.

Mr. Bartley placed in nomination the Moderator’s Committee nominations for persons to serve on the Synod Nominating Committee.  There being no nominations from the floor, motion was sustained to elect the Moderator’s Committee nominees as follows:

Class of 2012

From Cincinnati Presbytery – Jack Kleier


From Muskingum Valley Presbytery – Martha Cox


From Scioto Valley Presbytery – Joon Won Lee

Moderator of the Nominating Committee – 2010 – Jack Kleier
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
The report of the Synod Board of Trustees was presented by David Bartley, President.  Mr. Bartley reported that the Trustees have reviewed the synod’s insurance and that the synod has adequate coverage.  
CLOSING
The moderator led the Assembly in closing prayer.  The moderator declared the meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. and the Christ Candle was extinguished.
