Recommendations

(Amending and Enabling Actions)

October 6, 2007
Upon recommendation of the Council (Attachment Q) motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly: 

1. amend the Bylaws of the Synod of the Covenant by rescinding the present bylaws and 

    adopting the proposed bylaws as amended with the exception of Article IX, effective at 

    the conclusion of the meeting of the Synod Assembly on October 6, 2007, with the 

    following exceptions and provisos: 

a.  Article IV. The approval of Article IV, B, 1 and 3 is contingent on the 

     concurrence of a majority of the presbyteries of the Synod. If a majority of the 

     presbyteries concur Article IV becomes effective January 1, 2009. 

b. during 2008 the Synod Assembly shall continue to exist and function under the 

     provisions of the present Bylaws Articles VI, VII, VIII, and IX. 

c. if the presbyteries concur with Articles IV, B, 1 and 3 the terms of all 

    commissioners and commissioners-at-large to the Synod Assembly in the 

    present classes of 2008 and 2009 will continue until and end on December 31, 

    2008. 

d. in order to create staggered terms and to provide for a total of 22 

    commissioners to the Synod Assembly the presbyteries shall elect two   

    commissioners, one minister and one elder, according to the following schedule 

    with all terms beginning January 1, 2009: 

           i. Presbyteries of Eastminster, Lake Huron and Muskingum Valley 

              elect for one year terms in the class of 2009. 

                     ii. Presbyteries of Lake Michigan, Maumee Valley, Miami and Western 

             Reserve elect for two year terms in the class of 2010. 

        iii. Presbyteries of Cincinnati, Detroit, Mackinac and Scioto Valley 

             elect for three year terms in the class of 2011. 

e. the Synod Council shall continue to exist and function under the terms of the 

    present Bylaws Article X, through December 31, 2008, with the exception that 

    the moderator of the Synod Assembly shall serve as the moderator of the  

    Council during 2008. 

f. Article VI, C, and Article VII – become effective at the close of the meeting of 

    the Synod Assembly in 2008. 

g. the present Synod Corporation and the present Synod Board of Trustees shall 

    continue to exist and function under the terms of the present Bylaws Article XI 

    until the close of the meeting of the Synod Assembly in 2008. 

h. the present Council Operations Committee shall continue to function as the 

    Budget and Finance Committee until the close of the meeting of the Synod 

    Assembly in 2008. 

Upon recommendation of the Council (Attachment R) motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly: 

1. direct the stated clerk to send Articles IV, B, 1 and 3 to the presbyteries with the 

    request that they determine whether they do or do not concur with the proposed  

   Articles, and inform the synod stated clerk of their determination no later than July 1, 

   2008. 

2. if the proposed Bylaws are adopted, direct the Synod Nominating Committee under the               

    provisions of Article VII, B, 1 and 2 of the new Bylaws to nominate to the Synod 

    Corporation at a meeting held late in 2008 persons to be elected to serve on the Synod 

    Board of Trustees. Terms shall be staggered so that two persons will be elected for the 

    class of 2009, two for the class of 2010, and two for the class of 2011.

3. authorize a Synod Manual of Administrative Operations which shall consist of the 

    items listed in the attached “Manual of Operations, Table of Contents”. (Attachment S) 

4. appoint the Synod stated clerk to maintain the Manual, with the Manual to be updated 

    every time there is a revision of, deletion from, or addition to the documents contained 

    in the Manual. 

5. authorize the stated clerk to maintain one hard copy of the Manual in the synod office, 

    and to prepare annually copies of the Manual on Computer Discs, with the Discs to be 

    distributed at the first stated meeting of the Synod Assembly each year to Synod 

    Commissioners, Officers of Designated Synod Organizations, Youth Advisory 

    Delegates, and ex officio participants of the Synod Assembly, and to make copies 

    available to others as requested. 

6. declare that the policies in the Manual of Administrative Operations are the Policies of 

    the Synod Assembly and the Units of the Synod, and that all other previous policies are 

    hereby rescinded. 

3. authorize a Synod Manual of Administrative Operations which shall consist of the 

    items listed in the attached “Manual of Operations, Table of Contents”. (Attachment S) 

4. appoint the Synod stated clerk to maintain the Manual, with the Manual to be updated 

    every time there is a revision of, deletion from, or addition to the documents contained 

    in the Manual. 

5. authorize the stated clerk to maintain one hard copy of the Manual in the synod office, 

    and to prepare annually copies of the Manual on Computer Discs, with the Discs to be 

    distributed at the first stated meeting of the Synod Assembly each year to Synod 

    Commissioners, Officers of Designated Synod Organizations, Youth Advisory 

    Delegates, and ex officio participants of the Synod Assembly, and to make copies 

    available to others as requested. 

6. declare that the policies in the Manual of Administrative Operations are the Policies of 

    the Synod Assembly and the Units of the Synod, and that all other previous policies are 

    hereby rescinded. 

