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STATED MEETING OF THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY

of the

SYNOD OF THE COVENANT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

March 12-13, 2010

The March 12-13, 2010 stated meeting of the Synod Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was convened with prayer by the Moderator, the Rev. Christine Barnes at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Home Builders Association, 1911 Indianwood Circle, Maumee, Ohio.
The roll was formed as follows:

THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY ROLL

Moderator – Christine Barnes – Present

Vice-moderator – Doris Evans – Present 

Commissioners and Youth Advisory Delegates


Present  Absent
Excused

Presbytery of Cincinnati
The Rev. Ruth Dunn

x
Elder George Hufford





x

Presbytery of Detroit



The Rev. Raphael Francis

x

Elder Deborah Fair



x

YAD Grace Iglehart





x




Presbytery of Eastminster
The Rev. Joseph Atkins

x

Presbytery of Lake Huron

The Rev. Richard Lawther

x


Elder Elizabeth Long

x

Presbytery of Lake Michigan
The Rev. Christine Barnes

x

Elder William Sorensen

x

Presbytery of Mackinac
The Rev. Russell Brandt

x

Elder Carol Houston

x
Presbytery of Maumee Valley
The Rev. Susan Reichenberg 





x

Elder Linda Jacobs



x

Presbytery of Miami Valley
The Rev. Kathy Horne

x

Presbytery of Muskingum Valley
The Rev. C. David Morgan

x

Elder Lisa Miller





x

Presbytery of Scioto Valley
The Rev. Andrew Aboagye

x

Elder Frances Jenkins

x
YAD Stephanie VanVliet

x
Presbytery of the Western Reserve
The Rev. Daniel Marvin

x

Elder Doris Evans

x

Moderators of Designated Synod Organizations 

Present
Absent
 Excused

Moderator Presbyterian Women





x
 Elder Florence Morrison



Moderator, Hispanic Caucus

 The Rev. Francisco Pelaez-Diaz

x

Moderator, Black Caucus

 The Rev. Clarence Wallace



x

Moderator, Asian Caucus

 Vacant

Moderator, Native American Consulting Committee

 Elder Connie Davis-Stokes  

x

Ex Officio

Interim Synod Executive – Elder Margaret Haney

x

Synod Stated Clerk – The Rev. George Baird

x

Synod Treasurer – The Rev. Alicia Williams  

x
Corresponding Members

The Rev. Thomas Hay – Presbytery of Shenandoah  
Registered Participants Present
Edward Koster, Detroit Presbytery


David Bartley, Budget and Finance Committee Moderator and Corporation President


Stanley Edwards, Self-Development of People Committee Moderator


Jack Kleier, Synod Nominating Committee Moderator


Karen Nottelmann, Contract Staff for Mission to the USA



Cynthia Burse, CECA Moderator



Estelle Aaron, Contract Staff for Church Development and Transformation
ORGANIZATION, WORSHIP AND ORIENTATION


Ms. Barnes welcomed all present, introduced guests, and asked all members of the Synod Assembly to introduce themselves.  Ms. Barnes read a passage of Scripture, and gave a brief mediation.  The Christ Candle was lighted.

Ms. Barnes and Synod Executive Assistant Janet Fehlen gave an orientation for commissioners and youth advisory delegates, presenting information about reports that had been distributed, information about the facility in which the Assembly was meeting, the hotel in which commissioners and youth advisory delegates would be staying, and about the Hanmi Covenant Presbyterian Church where the Assembly would gather for dinner and worship.

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK (Attachment A)
The report of the stated clerk was presented by the Rev. George Baird.  Mr. Baird announced that a quorum was present.  (The Synod Bylaws Article IV, C, 4 specify that a quorum for a meeting of the Synod Assembly shall consist of ten commissioners, made up of five elders and five ministers.  These commissioners shall represent a minimum of four presbyteries.)  Mr. Baird announced that the next meeting of the Synod Assembly would be held August 11-12, 2010.  He also announced that the Rev. Thomas Hay, Director of Operations for the General Assembly, would be speaking to the Synod Assembly about the overtures received so far that will be considered by the General Assembly in July, 2010.  He reported that six overtures have been received so far, and that they are from the Synod of the Southwest (Attachment B), the Synod of the Rocky Mountains (Attachment C), the Presbytery of Santa Barbara (Attachment D), the Presbytery of New Hope (Attachment E), the Presbytery of Muskingum Valley (Attachment F), and the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly (COGA) (Attachment G).  Motion was sustained to seat the Rev. Thomas Hay, a member of the Presbytery of Shenandoah, as a corresponding member.

The clerk reported that he has received a letter from Trustee Frances Jenkins in which she resigned from the Synod Board of Trustees, class of ’11, effective immediately.  He informed the Assembly of the death on March 3, 2010 of Henry Toews, the father of former Synod Executive Marie Cross.  Mr. Baird reported that he had received requests for excuse from Presbyterian Women Moderator Florence Morrison, Commissioners George Hufford, Cincinnati Presbytery, Susan Reichenberg, Maumee Valley Presbytery, Lisa Miller, Muskingum Valley Presbytery, and YAD Grace Iglehart, Detroit Presbytery. Motion was sustained to grant the excuses requested.

Motion was sustained to approve the minutes of the Synod Assembly for November 6-7, 2009 and January 20, 2010.  The stated clerk called attention to a written report to the Assembly from the moderator of Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Covenant (Attachment H), and to a request in the report that the Presbyterian Women be allowed to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Motion was sustained that Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Covenant be granted permission to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at their meeting on Saturday, June 26, 2010 with the Rev. Sue Melrose, Presbytery of Detroit, officiating.

Motion was sustained to adopt the docket as follows:
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C ovenant




Synod Assembly
March 12-13, 2010
Home Builders Association Conference Room

1911 Indianwood Circle, Maumee, Ohio  

Friday, March 12

12:00 Noon      Lunch

  1:00 p.m.        Convening of the Assembly
Christine Barnes, Moderator


Call to Order



Welcome

                      
Opening Worship
Christine Barnes, Moderator


Lighting the Christ Candle

 
Orientation to the Work of the Assembly
Christine Barnes, Moderator

1:15 p.m.
Stated Clerk’s Report (SCR, Sec 2)
George Baird

1:40 p.m.
Treasurer’s Report (TREAS, Sec 3)
Alicia Williams



Financial Reports
2:00 p.m. 
General Assembly Overtures re: Synods
The Rev. Thomas Hay




Director of Operations




Office of the General Assembly
3:00 p.m.
Break
3:15 p.m.
Mission to the USA (MUSA, Sec 6)
Karen Nottelmann, Coordinator  

3:20 p.m.
Church Development and Transformation (CDT, Sec. 6)
 Andrew Aboagye, Moderator

3:25 p.m.
Budget and Finance Committee (BUD, Sec. 10)
David Bartley, Moderator



Report of the Lease Committee
3:30 p.m.
Moderator’s Committee (MOD, Sec 4)
Christine Barnes, Moderator


Bylaws Amendments



Information about Synod Assembly Committees


 
Commissioners sign-up for committees   

4:00 p.m.
Technology Training
Jane McGookey



(E-Communications for Committees and Beyond)

5:00 p.m.
Recess
6:00 p.m.
Dinner

7:00 p.m.
Worship
A Community in Prayer
8:00 p.m.
Recess

Saturday, March 13
8:30 a.m.
Reconvene
Christine Barnes, Moderator

Morning Worship - Lighting the Christ Candle 
Margaret Haney, Interim Executive
8:45 a.m.
Interim Synod Executive’s Report I(SER, Sec. 5)
Margaret Haney, Interim Executive

9:10 a.m.
Nominating Committee Report (NOM, Sec. 12)
Jack Kleier, Moderator

9:14 a.m.
Meeting of the Synod Corporation
David Bartley, President
9:15 a.m.
Multicultural Racial Ethnic and Justice Committee (MRJ, Sec. 7) Doris Evans, Moderator


Mobile Health Fairs
Tammy Scheuermann, Coordinator



Cabinet on Ethnic Church Affairs
Cynthia Burse, Moderator



Self-Development of People
Stanley Edwards, Moderator

9:30 a.m.              Spiritual But Not Religious
The Rev. Dr. Linda Mercadante
10:30 a.m.
Break 

10:45 a.m.
Moderator’s Committee Report (MOD, Sec. 4)
Christine Barnes, Moderator



Appointment of Synod Committees

10:55 a.m.
Synod Assembly Committees Meet
11:55 a.m.
Trustees Report (Trust, Sec. 14)
David Bartley, President

12:00 noon
New Business
12:15 p.m.
Closing Prayer


Adjourn   

12:15 p.m.
Lunch
Mr. Baird reported that the Synod has received an Overture from the Presbytery of Detroit requesting the Synod of the Covenant to amend its policy on making grants to churches to include the following:
1. Before making grants to churches or organizations under the jurisdiction of the Presbytery, the Synod shall seek and get approval from the Presbytery for the grant.

2. The requests for approval shall be transmitted from the Stated Clerk of the Synod to the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery.

3. The Presbytery’s response to the request for approval shall be received by the Stated Clerk of the Synod from the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery.

 Mr. Baird presented the Overture (Attachment I), the Synod’s Grant Policy (Attachment J), a Response to the Detroit Overture from the Michigan Black Presbyterian Caucus opposing the Overture (Attachment K), a letter from the stated clerk of the Presbytery of Miami Valley reporting that the Council of Miami Valley Presbytery had “Concurred with the intent of the Detroit Overture to the Synod of the Covenant” (Attachment L), and a list of possible Synod Assembly Responses to the Detroit Presbytery Overture (Attachment M).   
The moderator called on Ed Koster, stated clerk of the Presbytery of Detroit, who addressed the Assembly and urged the Assembly to approve the overture.  The moderator called on David Bartley who spoke on behalf of the Moderator’s Committee in opposition to the overture.  The moderator called on Rafael Francis, moderator of the Michigan Black Presbyterian Caucus, who spoke to the Assembly about the letter the Caucus has sent to the Assembly.  The moderator called on the stated clerk of the Synod who spoke to the Assembly about possible Assembly responses to the Detroit Overture.  Vice-moderator Doris Evans assumed the chair.  Ms. Evans recognized Christine Barnes, moderator of the Moderator’s Committee.  On behalf of the Moderator’s Committee Ms. Barnes moved that the Synod Assembly respond to the Overture from the Presbytery of Detroit by disapproving the overture and thereby retaining the present grant policy.  Ms. Barnes spoke to the motion and Mr. Koster spoke again.  Debate of the motion followed with many commissioners speaking. Motion was sustained to recess consideration of the motion to allow the Assembly to hear a guest speaker who was scheduled to speak at 2:00 p.m. and who had to catch a plane later in the day.

The moderator introduced the Rev. Thomas Hay.  Mr. Hay reviewed the six overtures regarding synods which have been received by the General Assembly and which will be considered by the General Assembly at its meeting in July, 2010.  He explained what each of the overtures would accomplish if it were adopted.  He said that there are many different expressions of middle governing bodies - that they are not all alike.  He said that the denomination has not reviewed the role and relationships of middle governing bodies since the present structure was established in 1972.   
Following Mr. Hay’s presentation the moderator brought to the floor again the motion regarding the Overture from the Presbytery of Detroit, and debate continued.  Following the debate the Assembly voted, and the motion was sustained.
Motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly refer the matter of perceived tension between the Presbytery of Detroit and the Synod of the Covenant to the Moderator’s Committee for review of the situation and with instruction to report back to the Synod Assembly at a future date.

The moderator assumed the chair.  

REPORT OF THE SYNOD TREASURER

The report of the Synod Treasurer was presented by the Rev. Alicia Williams.  Ms. Williams presented the synod’s Financial Statements for the period ending December 31, 2009 (Attachment N) and February 28, 2010 (Attachment O).  She led the Assembly through a consideration of the reports page by page, and explained he reports in great detail.  Ms. Williams noted that income for the synod had declined every year for the last several years, and expressed her concern about income for the synod in the future.
REPORT OF MISSION TO THE USA

The report of Mission to the USA was presented by Karen Nottelmann, coordinator.  She said that from September 29, 2010 – October 27, 2010, a period of four weeks, the synod will have guests from the Middle East visiting and working in churches in the synod.  She said that seven persons are scheduled to visit the synod so far, but that she hopes that by September there will be at least ten and perhaps twelve.  She also said that churches are needed to serve as hosts for the Middle East visitors.

The vice-moderator assumed the chair.

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR’S COMMITTEE (Attachment P)
The report of the Moderator’s Committee was presented by Christine Barnes, Moderator.  Ms. Barnes reported that the training of the Synod Executive Search Committee had been delayed by a winter storm, but that the training was scheduled for March 16, 2010.  Upon recommendation of the Moderator’s Committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly amend the Synod Bylaws Article IX Cabinet on Ethnic Church Affairs, A. Membership by deleting item 3 due to budget cuts.  Item 3 reads: “Synod Committees, namely Church Development and Transformation, Multicultural, Racial Ethnic and Justice, Ministries in Higher Education, Personnel, and Budget and Finance will each send one non-racial-ethnic member to serve on CECA with voice and vote.”  Ms. Barnes noted that the Synod Bylaws provide for Synod Assembly Committee members to serve terms of only one year, subject to reappointment.  She distributed cards and asked all persons present to list in order of preference three committees on which they would like to serve.  After persons had time to fill out the cards the cards were collected.
The moderator assumed the chair.

TECHNOLOGY TRAINING

Jane McGookey who is webmaster for the Synod’s website and who is the synod’s communications consultant presented a workshop on current technologies that are available for use by the synod and its committees.  She discussed such technologies as Skype, Dimdim (webconferencing), Google Docs (documents), and Google Groups. 
DINNER AND WORSHIP 
The moderator recessed the Assembly at 5:00 p.m. and the Christ Candle was extinguished.  The Assembly reconvened at 6:00 at Hanmi Covenant Presbyterian Church in Toledo for dinner. At 7:00 the Assembly gathered in the church sanctuary for worship.  The Assembly was recessed with the benediction at 7:50 p.m.
RECONVENE
Moderator Christine Barnes reconvened the Assembly in the Home Builders Association Conference room at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 13.  The Assembly was led in worship by Margaret Haney and the Christ Candle was lighted.

REPORT OF THE INTERIM SYNOD EXECUTIVE (Attachment Q)
The report of the Interim Synod Executive was given by Elder Margaret Haney.  Ms. Haney talked about “The Community in Prayer,” the synod’s program designed to gather Christians around the synod in daily prayer for the synod, with an emphasis on “listening for what God is saying to the Church and to the world in these times,” and “listening for what God may be saying about the vision we are called to live out in these times.”  Commitment cards were passed out, all persons present were given the opportunity to sign a commitment to participate in the prayer program, and the cards were gathered.  Ms. Haney said that prior to this meeting she had already received over 400 commitment cards from persons in the synod.  

Ms. Haney called on Estelle Aaron, synod contract staff for Church Development and Transformation, to speak to the Assembly about the status of the Frank E. Clark Charitable Trust grant to the synod.  Ms Aaron reported that the synod has received $50,000 from the trust, and that the funds will be distributed to qualifying churches in the presbyteries.  She reviewed the qualification requirements and the process for churches to apply for and receive funds from the trust.  
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Attachment R)
The report of the Synod Nominating Committee was given by Jack Kleier, moderator.  Mr. Kleier reported on the process followed in selecting persons to nominate for election to serve on the Synod Executive Nominating Committee and provided a list of the persons elected to serve on the committee.

The moderator recessed the Synod Assembly so that the Synod Corporation could meet.  Following the meeting of the Synod Corporation the moderator reconvened the meeting of the Synod Assembly.
REPORT OF MULTICULTURAL, RACIAL ETHNIC AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE (Attachment S)
The report of the Multicultural, Racial Ethnic and Justice Committee was presented by Doris Evans, moderator.  Ms. Evans said that the committee was establishing a “Covenant Mission Exchange” which would be a website used to promote missions and projects within presbyteries and congregations; the website would allow churches from the entire synod one place to register and give a description of their mission and their needs (financial, items, and/or volunteers).  She said that the website would allow additional funding possibilities for mission projects throughout the synod, presbyteries, and congregations, increase volunteerism, inform all areas of the synod of where mission opportunities are available for youth groups and others, expose the synod to secular funding and totally improve the visibility and connectivity of the synod.  Ms. Evans called on Stan Edwards, moderator of the Synod’s Self-Development of People Committee who talked about the process for receiving SDOP grants, and offered to help presbyteries with their SDOP programs.

Ms. Evans introduced Connie Davis-Stokes, new moderator of the Native American Consulting Committee and Francisco Pelaez-Diaz, new moderator of the Hispanic Caucus.  She called on Cynthia Burse, moderator of the Cabinet on Ethnic Church Affairs (CECA) who said that CECA will meet in two weeks, and that she would have a fuller report at the next Assembly meeting.  Ms. Evans introduced Tammy Scheuermann, coordinator of the Synod’s Mobile Health Fair Ministry.   Ms. Scheuermann reported that 45 Mobile Health Fairs are scheduled for 2010 in eight presbyteries.  She said that five workers have been hired for 2010 and that she is looking for one more.
SPIRITUAL BUT NOT RELIGIOUS

The moderator called on Interim Synod Executive Margaret Haney to introduce a guest speaker.  Ms. Haney introduced the Rev. Dr. Linda Mercadante, a Presbyterian Minister who teaches at the Methodist Theological Seminary in Delaware, Ohio, and who has done research and written books on the subject of “Spiritual but not Religious.”  She spoke about the cultural situation in which the church is trying to minister.  She said this is a time of much spiritual interest in our culture, but a time when there is distrust of reason, distrust of authority, a crisis of self-identity, and a fear of commitment.  She said it is a time of post-modernism when there is fragmentation, no accessible universal truth, no “meta-narrative”, a time when humans have lost their place and each of us is alone to create our own meaning.  She said that religiously we are in a period of adjustment, a time when many reject religious claims to exclusive truthfulness and when many believe that religion demands abdication of personal liberty.  She said it is a time for revitalizing our faith, for communicating our spiritual experience and for creatively encountering those who are spiritual but not religious.  She said that persons who consider themselves spiritual but not religious are found inside the church as well as outside the church.  She said that she has been granted a fellowship grant and will spend the next year doing further research on this subject, and that she is available and willing to work with churches as they seek to minister in our present culture.
The vice-moderator assumed the chair.

REPORT TWO OF THE MODERATOR’S COMMITTEE (Attachment T)
The second report of the Moderator’s Committee was presented by Christine Barnes, moderator.  Ms. Barnes reported that the committee had established the dates for the 2011 meetings of the Synod Assembly.  They are March 11-12, 2011, August 10-11, 2011, and November 4-5, 2011.  
Ms. Barnes reported that on June 18-28, 2010 the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) and the Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC) will meet together in Grand Rapids, Michigan, that during that meeting the two bodies will merge to form the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC), and that the Moderator’s Committee believes that because this historic event will take place within the bounds of the Synod of the Covenant the Synod of the Covenant should be represented and participate.  Upon recommendation of the Moderator’s Committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly:
A. elect Moderator Christine Barnes and Vice-Moderator Doris Evans to be synod’s representatives to the opening assembly of the World Communion of Reformed Churches in Grand Rapids, MI, in June, 2010, and pay their expenses;

B. sponsor a table at an official dinner during the World Communion of Reformed Churches gathering where the synod would host Reformed Christians from around the world at a cost of $750 for 10 dinner guests;

C. sponsor someone from another country to attend the World Communion of Reformed Churches gathering at a cost of $1,000;

D. authorize the presentation at the gathering of the World Communion of Reformed Churches of a display of Synod Mission Programs such as the Mission to the U.S.A. and the Mobile Health Fairs.

Ms. Barnes reported that the Moderator’s Committee had appointed members and moderator’s of Synod Assembly Committees, who will serve from March 13, 2010 – 
March 12, 2011, as follows:

SYNOD ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES (Attachment U)
2010
Multicultural, Racial Ethnic and Justice


Doris Evans, Moderator


Frances Jenkins


Joe Atkins


Stan Edwards
Connie Davis-Stokes


Ministries in Higher Education



Ruth Dunn, Moderator


Liz Long


Rich Lawther

Church Development and Transformation


Kathy Horne, Moderator


Rafael Francis


Carol Houston


Stephanie VanVliet 

Covenants and Connections


Andrew Aboagye, Moderator


Lisa Miller

Susan Reichenberg


Linda Jacobs

Personnel Services Committee

Russ Brandt, Moderator


Dan Marvin


Bill Sorensen  

Deborah Fair
The moderator assumed the chair.
REPORT OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION (Attachment V)
The report of the Church Development and Transformation Committee was presented by Andrew Aboagye, moderator.  Mr. Aboagye reported on the work of the committee and Racial Ethnic Program Grants and Shared Mission Grants that have been given by the committee.  He called on Estelle Aaron who reported on the Riverside Church New Church Development in the Presbytery of Detroit which is housed at the Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The moderator recessed the Assembly and the newly appointed Synod Assembly Committees held organizational meetings.  Following those meetings the moderator reconvened the meeting of the Synod Assembly.

REPORT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

The report of the Budget and Finance Committee was given by David Bartley, moderator.  Mr. Bartley reported that the Synod’s Lease Committee has been reviewing the Synod’s current lease of the space in which the synod offices are located, has discovered that there is much vacant office space in other buildings in the area, and has concluded that the synod could obtain office space at approximately half what the synod is currently paying.  Upon recommendation of the committee motion was sustained that David Bartley, as president of the Synod Board of Trustees, be authorized to write a letter notifying the synod’s current landlord, the Home Builders Association, that the synod is going to terminate the lease on its present property as soon as possible, with the official notification date being May 12, 2010.  Mr. Bartley explained that because the current lease requires a six-month notification, the lease would officially be terminated on November 12, 2010.
REPORT OF THE SYNOD TRUSTEES

The report of the Synod Trustees was given by David Bartley, president.  Mr. Bartley reported  that the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (PILP) in which the synod has money invested has changed some of its requirements, and that as a result the Trustees are transferring more of the synod’s funds to PILP to allow more churches to get reduced rate loans from PILP.

REPORT OF THE PERSONNEL SERVICES COMMITTEE

The report of the Personnel Services Committee was presented by Russell Brandt, moderator.  Mr.. Brandt noted that Elder Margaret Haney had been called to be the Interim Synod Executive of the Synod of the Covenant for a one-year period, June 1, 2009 – May 31, 2010.  Upon recommendation of the Personnel Services Committee motion was sustained that the Synod Assembly extend her call beyond May 31, 2010 to the time a new Synod Executive  begins work, with the terms of the call to remain the same.

CLOSING

Kathy Horne led the Assembly in a closing song.  Motion was sustained to adjourn.  The moderator closed the meeting with prayer at 12:20 p.m. and the Christ Candle was 
extinguished.     
