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SPECIAL MEETING

SYNOD ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF THE COVENANT

HELD BY TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL

May 20, 2010

 Minutes

A special meeting of the Synod Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant was held by telephone conference call on Thursday, May 20, 2010.  In the excused absence of Moderator Christine Barnes Vice-Moderator Doris Evans called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and opened the meeting with a scripture reading and prayer.

Commissioners present were:

Presbytery of Cincinnati – Rev. Ruth Dunn

                                        – Elder George Hufford

Presbytery of Detroit – (No one)

Presbytery of Eastminster – Rev Joseph Atkins

Presbytery of Lake Huron – (No one)

Presbytery of Lake Michigan – (No one)

Presbytery of Mackinac – Rev. Russell Brandt

                                       – Elder Carol Houston

Presbytery of Maumee Valley – Elder Linda Jacobs

Presbytery of Miami Valley – Rev. Kathy Horne

Presbytery of Muskingum Valley – Rev. C. David Morgan

              – Elder Lisa Miller

Presbytery of Scioto Valley – Elder Frances Jenkins

Presbytery of the Western Reserve – Elder Doris Evans

Also present were ex officio members Interim Synod Executive Margaret Haney and stated clerk George Baird, and Budget Committee Chairperson David Bartley.
Motion was sustained to excuse Commissioners Christine Barnes, Lake Michigan Presbytery, William Sorensen, Lake Michigan Presbytery, Deborah Fair, Detroit Presbytery, Daniel Marvin, Western Reserve Presbytery, Moderators Florence Morrison, Presbyterian Women, Francisco Pelaez, Hispanic Caucus, YAD Stephanie VanVliet, Scioto Valley Presbytery, and ex officio member Alicia Williams.  
The moderator recognized the stated clerk who declared that a quorum was present.  A quorum for a meeting of the Synod Assembly is 10 commissioners made up of five elders and five ministers, with these commissioners representing a minimum of four presbyteries.

Motion was sustained to find the call of the meeting in order and approve the call as the docked for the meeting.  The call reads:

At the request of Doris Evans (elder commissioner from the Presbytery of the Western Reserve), Kathy Horne (minister commissioner from the Presbytery of Miami Valley), Ruth Dunn (minister commissioner from the Presbytery of Cincinnati), Joe Atkins (minister commissioner from the Presbytery of Eastminster), and Frances Jenkins (elder commissioner from the Presbytery of Scioto Valley) the Moderator hereby calls a Special Meeting of the Synod Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant to be held by telephone conference call.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, May 20, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.  

The purpose of the meeting is:

1. to hear a report from Interim Synod Executive Margaret Haney and the Moderator’s Committee regarding requesting funds from the General Assembly Council Heiserman Fund, and to consider and act on a request for funds from the Heiserman Fund, the funds to be used for a joint Synod of the Covenant/Synod of Lincoln Trails project titled “Equipping COMs and CPMs for Effective Service” which would provide training for members of Committees on Ministry and Committees on Preparation for Ministry of the presbyteries of the two synods, and all matters pertaining thereto.

2. to act on a recommendation of the Committee on Ministries in Higher Education that the Synod Assembly approve the use of $3,413 of the principal of the “Campus Ministry Fund – The Synod of the Covenant” for campus ministries in the Presbytery of Scioto Valley during 2010, and all matters pertaining thereto.  The fund resulted from the sale of the United Christian Center at the Ohio State University.  The Committee has received funding requests in the amount of $20,500 from campus ministries in Scioto Valley.  $17,087 is allocated for this purpose in the 2010 Synod Budget.  An additional $3,413 is needed to meet the budget requests.  Synod Assembly action in 2006 authorizes the expenditure of the principal of the fund as long as approval is given by the Synod Assembly.)  

The moderator introduced the first item of business, matters related to requesting funds from the Heiserman fund.  It was moved seconded that the Synod Assembly

1. authorize the Synod of the Covenant to join with the Synod of Lincoln Trails in requesting a grant of $124,000 (request of $62,000 per synod) from the Heiserman Fund

2. authorize the Synod of the Covenant to join with the Synod of Lincoln Trails in using the funds received from the Heiserman Fund for a mission project titled “Equipping COMs and CPMs for Effective Service”

3. authorize the use, in addition to the Heiserman Funds, of $10,125 of synod funds ($5,062.50 in 2010 and $5,062.50 in 2011) for this project.   

Margaret Haney spoke about the monies available from the Heiserman Fund, about conversations with persons in the Synod of Lincoln Trails, about the synod’s responsibility for training Committees on Ministry and Committees on Preparation for Ministry in the presbyteries of the synod, and about the persons chosen to conduct the training.  David Bartley spoke about the synod’s financial responsibility for the proposed project. The motion to grant the necessary authorizations for seeking funds and participating in the project was sustained.
The moderator called on Ruth Dunn , moderator of the Ministries in Higher Education Committee.  It was moved and seconded that the Synod Assembly approve the use of $2,29l.44 from the Miller Fund and $1,121.56 of the principal of the “Campus Ministry Fund – The Synod of the Covenant” for campus ministries in the Presbytery of Scioto Valley during 2010.  Ms. Dunn explained that the reason for the request is that in addition to the campus ministries normally funded in the Presbytery of Scioto Valley funding has been requested for an additional campus ministry, and there are not sufficient funds allocated in the synod budget to fund the additional request.  David Bartley spoke about the effect of withdrawing part of the principal of the “Campus Ministry Fund – the Synod of the Covenant”.  The motion regarding funding for campus ministries was approved.
The moderator adjourned the meeting with prayer at 7:40 p.m.

